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DOMESTIC ACTION PROGRAM. A program of as-
sistance to local, State, and Federal 
agencies for the continued improvement 
and development of society (AR 28–19 and 
para 4–10, AR 360–61). 

EMERGENCY. Any catastrophe in any of the 
United States which in the determina-
tion of the President requires Federal 
supplementary emergency assistance. 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TREATMENT. The imme-
diate application of medical procedures 
to wounded, injured, or sick, by trained 
professional medical personnel. 

EXECUTIVE AGENT. That individual or his des-
ignee authorized to act as the US Gov-
ernment’s agent in making certain loans 
of government materiel. The President of 
the United States has delegated to the 
Secretary of the Army (or to his des-
ignee, the Under Secretary of the Army) 
authority, as Executive Agent, to ap-
prove certain loans of DOD materiel to 
non-DOD activities. (See table 2–1.) Other 
‘‘approving authorities’’ act as ‘‘Execu-
tive Agents’’ for the US Government, but 
do not have that title. 

FEDERAL AGENCY. Any department, inde-
pendent establishment, government cor-
poration, or other agency of the execu-
tive branch of the Federal Government, 
except the ANRC. 

FEDERAL COORDINATING OFFICER (FCO). The 
person appointed by the President to op-
erate under the HUD Regional Director 
for Federal Disaster Assistance Adminis-
tration to coordinate Federal assistance 
in Presidentially declared emergency or 
major disaster. 

FEDERAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE ADMINISTRA-
TION (FDAA). The agency within HUD 
delegated the disaster relief responsibil-
ities previously assigned to the Office of 
Emergency Preparedness. 

FEDERAL FUNCTION. Any function, operation, 
or action carried out under the laws of 
the United States by any department, 
agency, or instrumentality of the United 
States or by an officer or employee 
thereof. 

FEDERAL PROPERTY. That property which is 
owned, leased, possessed, or occupied by 
the Federal Government. 

IMMINENT SERIOUS CONDITION. Any disaster or 
civil disturbance which is of such sever-
ity that immediate assistance is required 
to save human life, prevent immediate 
human suffering, or reduce destruction 
or damage to property. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Any county, parish, 
city, village, town, district, Indian tribe 
or authorized tribal organization, Alaska 
native village or organization, or other 
political subdivision of any State. 

MAJOR DISASTER. Any hurricane, tornado, 
storm, flood, high water, wind-driven 
water, tidal wave, earth-quake, drought, 

fire, or other catastrophe which, in the 
determination of the President, is or 
threatens to be off sufficient severity and 
magnitude to warrant disaster assistance 
by the Federal Government. This assist-
ance supplements the efforts and avail-
able resources of States, local govern-
ments, and relief organization in alle-
viating the damage, loss, hardship, or 
suffering caused thereby. 

OBJECTIVE AREA. A specific geographical lo-
cation where a civil disturbance or dis-
aster is occurring or is anticipated. 

ROUTINE REQUESTS. Requests resulting from 
situations which are reasonably predict-
able or do not require immediate action 
to prevent or reduce loss of life, prop-
erty, or essential services. Reduced effi-
ciency of the requester’s operation is not 
in itself grounds for classifying a request 
higher than routine. 

SMALL ARMS. Hand and shoulder weapons for 
use in war. 

SURETY BOND. A bond, including dollar de-
posit, guaranteeing performance of a 
contract or obligations. 

TERRORIST INCIDENT. A form of civil disturb-
ance which is a distinct criminal act 
committed or threatened to be com-
mitted by a group or single individual in 
order to advance a political or other ob-
jective, thus endangering safety of indi-
viduals or property. This definition does 
not include aircraft piracy emergencies. 

THREATENED MAJOR DISASTER. Any hurricane, 
tornado, storm, flood, high water, wind- 
driven water, tidal wave, earthquake, 
drought, fire, or other catastrophe 
which, in the determination of the Ad-
ministrator, FDAA, threatens to be of se-
verity and magnitude sufficient to war-
rant disaster assistance by the Federal 
Government. This assistance will be used 
to avert or lessen the effects of such dis-
aster before its actual occurrence. 

URGENT REQUESTS. Those resulting from un-
foreseeable circumstances, civil disturb-
ances, civil defense needs, aircraft pi-
racy, secret service requirements, and 
disasters when immediate action is nec-
essary to prevent loss of life, physical in-
jury, destruction of property, or disrup-
tion of essential functions. 

YOUTH GROUPS. Youth groups are groups such 
as the Boy Scouts of America; Girl 
Scouts of the United States of America; 
Civil Air Patrol; Camp Fire Girls, Incor-
porated; The Boy’s Club of America; 
Young Men’s Christian Association; 
Young Women’s Christian Association; 
Four H Clubs; and similar groups. 
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